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D, b HEY who are Mafters of all the Cunning 
d Pry that ufually goes along with Ill Principles, 
od () and a Firm Refolution to Embroil and 
lave tj Ruin a State, find their Intereft in Cor- 
is Cog rupting whatever has done any Service to 
OF te a good Caufe, and been Inftrumental in detecting and 
ake tting a flop to their pernicious Defigns : So that by 
le utm ringing it into Difrepute, they try tg render it wholly 
deing Ufelefs ; and when it is no longer for their Purpofe, 
gi make it at leaft incapable of doing them any farther Mif- 
» thew chief. Of this Sort is the Eiberty ef the Pre/s ; through 
o Pail which Channel many of thofe Informations have been 
eed tam convey'd, that have laid open the Whig Schemes, and 
elves aim fet Mankind right both in the Nature and Tendency of 
Mifnidim their Principles, the Charaéters of their Leaders, and 
| Com the Weaknefs, ‘Treachery, and Abfurdities of their Con- 
icles alm duet. When they faw _themfelves befet on every fide, 
il or F and attack’d by a Sett of Writers, who to the on of 
valuedimmm their Caufe, added a proportionable Weight of Reafon 


onfugim and Argument, and were as Indufirious and Indefati- 


Trance, able in oppofing them and their Meafures, as their 
thers, mies had been in Propagating Herefie in the 
© what Church, and Confifion in the State; without fparing 
the foomiim™ thofe who made the worft Ufe of their Power imagi- 
ability aim nable, or being terrified and borne down with the Ma- 
| we dm naces, Infulrs and Calummies, of a furious Domineer- 
to Mm ing Party, they chang’d their Battery, and after being 
Chriftia difappointed in their ambitious Aims, and tumbled 
eater, (mm from that Precipice to which they had raifed themfelves 
niger, 


by a Courfe of Succefsful Wickejnefs, put. in their 
lam to the Liberty they had deme others, when it 
was in their Power to do it, and funk the Prefs to the 
loweft Dregs of Scandal, Nonfence and Infamy, in 
hopes, that when they had fufficiently provok’d the Go- 
vernment, and alarm’d the Indignation and Refent- 
ment of all good Men, fuch a Reftraint and Regula- 
tion might enfue, as thould for ever {hut up that un- 
happy Sluice ; which had pour’d in fo much Kuin upon 
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Me a the Fattion, and left them in Defpair of ever Retrieving 
Sea d their Affairs, or making their Way again to the Pre- 
. and f judices and Errors of the People, through thar Con- 


he ; 
a 4 Ma convenient Refuge. 


No Artifices, no Outrages have been wanting, to 


es accrl : 
e and drive us into the extreameft Degrees of Abhorrence 
whole tam and Deteftation. We have heard the GOD, whom we 


Heéted i 
for Get 
the Te 


3° 


Adore, Blafphemed and Viilified: The Holy Scripinres 
Burlefqued and Prophaned, Tortured more inhumanely 
than any of its Writers, and Proftituted to Crimes inju- 
tious to Human Nature, and Deftructive of the Good of 
Societies. Nor has the Law far’d better than the Go/pel : 
Treafon, Rebellion, Rapine and Murder, have been 
work'd up into Syftems, eftablifh’d by a Rule, and plac’d 
among the Arts and Sciences. Our Laws have been can. 
cell'd by the Authority of Libels and Pamphlets: The 
4 | Crown and the Church invaded by Rebellion and Sacrilege ; 
expofed to as many Scurrilities as Dangers ; Storm’d, 
Batter'd, and Undermin’d, by the fouleft Weapons and 
Suatagems, and Treated in as Contemptible a Manner, 


en » 





veyance, which had formerly been their moft ufeful and 


as if they were really fallen much lower than their 
Enemies could With or Imagine: The Perfons of our 
Kings, both Living and Dead, more vily ufed, if poffi- 
ble, than Monarchy it felf; and no more Regard had 
to the Sanétity of their Graves, than to the Maj¢/fy of 
their Thrones; as if their Scepter: were as Impotent as 
their Manes. Their moft Faithtul and Loyal Minr/fers 
have been allowed no Priviledge, no Shelter uider 
that Character, but are loaded with Calumnies, equal to 
the Toils and Fatigues they undergo in the Publick 
Service, and affiulted in their Reputations: tho’ Fume 
is the greateft Recompence they feem to expeé for all 
their Labours . WhilA Malecontents, Plunderers, and 
Betrayers of their Country, who have amply merited 
the Frowns of offended Majefty, and the Difgrace they 
lie under, are celebrated and extoll'd tor their Crimes, 
complimente 1 with the Homage and Allegiance of their 
Fellow Subjects, made the Idols of thofe whofe Blood 
and \Treafure they have deyour'd, and for Infulting the 
Throne, placed out of the Reach of its Vengeance. 
The Enemies of Monarchy can ftoop to Sanétfy the 
Ambition of thefe. Tyrants, and under the Cant of a 
Liberty unknown to our Laws, Skieen them fiom the 
pe they fo deeply ftand indebted to. They with they 

ad been Conquerors at home as wellas abroad; treat 
them as Gairdian-Angels unaccountably arm’d with a 
deftroying Sxord ; magnify them as Heroes, tho’ no more 
like the Ancients, than their Succeflors ought to be like 
them; and adore them as Gods, the only Gods fome 
among us are pleas'd to Worthip. Thefe, it muft be 
own'd, are hocking Abominations, and fuch Indigni- 
ties, as no Good Subject, no Chriftian, no Rational 
Creature can excufe or tolerate ; and what is fill more 
Provoking, the only and moft fuccefsful Undertakers of 
fuch bold Attempts are Wretches, and Scouhdrels, whofe 
Villany is their greateft Ornament ; Rafcals, as devoid 
of Senfe, Courage, and Learning, as of Truth and Ho- 
nefly ; as mean in their Underftandings and Capacities, 
as in their Stations ; who give us no Relith of Wit to 
their Blafphemy, no Amufement of filfe Reafon, no Co- 
lour or Pretence of Argument in their Treafons ; who 
are a Reproach even to Libelling it elf; their Lies yoid 
of all Grace, their Scurrilitics no more Jike true Satyr than 
Panegyrick, their Difputes as full of Enmity to Logick as 
to their Antagonifts, and their Encomiums as great a 
Scandal to the Engii/h Tongue, as to Englifh Honour and 
Truth, But yet the Viler thefe Wretches are, the lef; 
reafoi is there, that fuch Triflers fhould lead us into an 
Inconvenience, which, in our prefent Rage and jut 
Refentment at a corrupted Licentious Prefs, fome may 
perhaps give into , and wiien it is e00 late, and upon 
cooler Thoughts, may afterwards Repent it. We agree 
on all Hands, that there oug) to be a Regulation ; the 


~Queftion is about the Manner, and in what Method this 


thall be done, without any Prejudice to the Advyance- 
ment of Learning, or the Cazird of introducing fuch a 
State of Ignorance and Taciturnity, as our Enemtes with 
for, and Jabour to bring abour, for the Advantaye of 
their Caufe. Whilit therefore this Affair is depending 
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Before a Bale of Commons, fo tender of thof Liberties 
they have preferv'd, fo indulgent to the Prayers or 
Complaints of the-meaneit of their Fellow Subjctts, fo 
careful to enquire ingo the true Srate of Things, aid fo 
equitable in their Difcernmenr }etween Right and 
Wrong, Ithall not fcruple to fpeak my Sentiments of 
this Matter, with as entire Freedom as Submiflion ; 
and the rather, becaufe | take it to be, not only my 
Right, but my Dray ; whilft I keep within the Bounds 
of Humility and Deference, which may Merit a Pardon, 
where others have becn more Bold with lefS Reafon, 
and in aCafe of not fo much Importance to the Pub- 
Jick. 

Ir were better that Printing had never been Invented, 
than that the Maye#y of Heaven and Ezrth fhould fufter 
by it; better that baiszatick atid Barbarity fhould pre- 
vail, than that thofe Moral and Sociable Vertues, which 
even Pagansrevereand obferve, fhould be loft or impair'd 
by the Ufe of Letters. 1 would therefore rather plead tor 
advancing than diminifhing the Penalties, annex’d to 
thofe Libels, wherein the Honour of God or of His Vice- 

erents is traduced and infulted; but any Propofal may 
Le f> overloaded with Claufes, as to make the whole 
Mifcarry, and thereby deprive the Publick of a very 
ufeful and neceffiry Law ; and whether the Obliging Au- 
thors to fet their Names to their W.rks, be not of this Sort, 
I have fome Reafon to doubt. A Way may be found to 
empower the Minijfry at any time to come at the Per- 
fons of Authors, without publithing their Names in a 
Title-Page,by fach Securities,as may fufficiently prevent a 
Libeller’s taking fhelter in Obfcurity, which would cer- 
tainly bea very reafonable and neceflary Provifion: But 
the Piiating of Names is a general Concern, which ex- 
tends to the whole Compafs of Literature ; and before 
fuch a rigorous Claufe takes place, it may not be 
amifs to weigh the Confequences with our beft delibe- 
ration. 

All Authors {et out at firft with the greateft Caution 
and Diftrait of Themfelves imaginable ; the Importu- 
nity of Friends, the Commands of a Patron, or fome 
other Inducement, fiperior to their own Modefty, 
ufhers their Works to the Worl.1; and they commonly 
look upon their firft Effay to be in the nature of a Trial 
ot Venture, by the Succefs of which, they determine 
their future fnclinations or Averfion for the Prefs. 
Hence we may obferve, that the greateit Ornaments of 
Learning now amongft us, are thofe who haveeftablithed 
a Reputation by one or more Pieces, whereby they were 
at length embolden’d to Declare themfelves by affixing 
their Rlsesas, and encourag’d to go on with that Stock 
of Credit, which procur’d Attention to what they 
wrote, and furnifhed them with frequent Opportuni- 
tics to Inftruct and Entertain us. Some are fo exceflive- 
ly bafhful, chat upon no Account they would fuffer 
their Nemes to become Publick fo long as they live ; 
and in either of thefe Cafes, if any legi Difcourage- 
ment fhould be given to what is in it felf a Vertue, 
we may be deprived of many Excellent Difcourfes 
of Religion and Government: and not only fo, but of 
many ufeful Diftoveries and Improvements in the Arts 
and Sciences: the Lofs being ftill the greater, as the ableft 
Mafters of Wit and Learning are infinitely more Modeft 
than Pretenders and Half-witted Wretches, who mutt 
then be left in the fole Potleflion of the Prefs ; whereby 
Du'a fi will become a more Reignirig and National 
Vice than Scznda’. Had this been enjoin’d by any old 
S:atute, The Whole Duty of Man, and many other good 
Books had, in all likelihood, never appear’d, which 
were the Ornaments of a Better Age, and fo neceffiry to 
Reform the Worf. But whatever be the Succefs of this 
C azje, | with a Provifion may be made againit Pefhx- 
mous Hore fies, and Tracts of Sedition : For by fome P.m- 
phiets which I have lately perufed,’ I find we have a Party 
among us, who would rather make their Dead Friends 
fpeak, than that fach a Law thould nor be Eluded. 


The Printing of Mies will naturally lead the Worl 
into Enquiries about the Author; as particularly, Wis: 
Furiy he is of ? And this cuts him off at once a ine 
confiderable Body of Readers ; when perhaps the Sy. 
ject he goes upon, is either Moral or Divine, exclufiye 


of all Party, univerfally Ufeful, and in which it is o¢ 


the laft Confequence that Mankind fhould be fet right. 
whereas had the World not known the Man, his Work, 
might have been of general Ufe, and he had mor 
largely Contributed to the Peace and Welfare of }j, 
Country. 

Experiences teaches us, that a Rigour of this kind js 
a two-edged Tool, which when lifted too high muy 
wound the Hands that weild it.. They Day may come 
(Heaven avert it) when the Enemies of our Church an} 
Monarchy may again Prevail, and Triumph in our Rui, 
This may be, howeves unlikely it may feem at prefent ; 
and the rather, becaufe our Sins have deferyed j;, 
Should fuch a Claufe be rhen in Force, how would thy 
Royal Caufe fpeak for it felf} and who would run the 
Hazard of an unprofitable Martyrdom, by attempting ty 
Undeceive the People, when both the Author aind his 
Works might fo eafily be Cruth’d together ? In the 
Time of the Great Rebellion, no Offers of Reward, no 
Pains were fpared, for Detecting thofe, who at thy 
time drew their Pens in behalf ot Religion and Monar. 
chy, and fought it out bravely againft fuceefsful Vi. 
lainy, againft a Foe as Malicious and Unmercifil, as 
they were Numerous and Powerful. How many Dai- 
gers were Titus and Berkenhead expofed to, who at tha 
time appear'd the foremoft to affere the Riglits of the 
Crown and Church ? And how narrowly did they efcape 
being Sacrific’d to the mad Zeal of that Age? But had 
they been obliged to fet their Names to their Works, 
in all probability we had never heard of Mercurius Av 
licus, aud Killing no Marder, with feveral other Papers 
of great Ufe to the Royal Caufe, and which not a little 
Contributed to the Happy Reftoration ; at leaft if we may 
form a Judgment of them, by the Favours which were 
beftowed upon their Authors in the fucceeding Reign, 
not over Partial and Kind to Merit. 

It may be worth confidering, whether fuch a Method 
he proper at this time of Day, when the Caufe of the 
Rutn’d Party is in fuch Vile Hands, and their Writers 
are Men as Defperate in their Fortunes, as Low in thei 
Intellects ; Creatures abandon’d to all Shame, and who 
probably will not fcruple to veuture their Names 
abroad, which are too well known already, and almof 
paft the Power of becoming more Infamous. Thefe 
Wretches will be under no Apprehenfions from fucha 
Claufe ; but fince it is neceffary that an Antidote fhou'd 
be applied to this Poifon, and that Men of more Ho- 
nefly and greater Abilities fhould Guard our People 
from the Mifreprefentations and Impoftures, wiuch 
even thefe Contemptible Scriblers are but too fuccefsful 
in promoting among the Weak and Prejudiced ; it my 
xe, be a difficult matter to bring Writers of Honout 
and Credit, to fera Name of Worth and Valuc int 
fame Lift with Scoundrels, and appear openly and bare: 
fac'd againft fuch Defpicable ford Adverfaries. 

For my felf 1am in no manner of Pain, and fhall te 
Glad of an Opportunity to Glory in the Oppofition! 
have given the Whigs, fo long as Lam fure that my Er 
mity to them bears no proportion to that which ch 
have exprefs'd towards their Country. If 1 am unc 
any manner of Concern, it is for what I have {aid 
the Prefent Miniffry; which, 1 own, I would not wi 
lingly Subferibe to, becaufe 1 intend it fhould be under 
ftood as the Sentiments of difinterefted Conviction, 
and that Gratitude which all their Fellow-Subje<ts ov’ 
them. And tho’ Ihave been Cenfur’d in this Particu!2! 
by a Writer of Note, I will do him the Juflice to fy. 
That he could not well have reach’d a higher Strai “ 
Sayyr, than by calling the moft exalted Panegyrick 
were able to arrive at, upon this Subjeét, Flaster). 
——* 
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